Movie Essay Instructions
Please select a movie and write the corresponding essay.  Be sure to respond accurately to the following questions.  Your essay is to be 3 to 4 ½ pages double-spaced.  

Death and Dying in Contemporary Cinema
Movie: The Passion of the Christ
Write an essaying addressing several of the following questions (at least 4).  Please note that not all questions will apply to each movie. The essay should not simply be a response to each question, but rather develop your ideas into a thoughtful reflection that has a thesis, argument and conclusion.
1. What is the central end of life issue and who is responding to it? 
2. What are the motivations that aid this person in his/her approach towards death (religion, science, culture)? 
3. What is the movie trying to say about death and dying?  
4. What central attitudes or beliefs about death are being advanced or called into question? 
5. Does it make certain assumptions, positive or negative about the dying process?  
6. Does the movie address death in a biological/empirical manner as something to be overcome and/or conquered by science?  
7. According to the film how is the death system being presented, and what roles are being highlighted? 
8. Does the movie glamorize death and violence?
Your goal is to construct a cogent, cohesive essay. Do not just go through and answer the questions one after another as though you were just posting a list.  Be sure to engage the film, the readings, critically analyze the issues and topics presented, and construct an theological/ethical analysis.  You should clearly state your thesis as one sentence in your introduction.  Be sure to make clear which theories you are using, otherwise you will not really have a strong argument.  After you write your intro, justify your position in a series of body paragraphs.  Do no treat these paragraphs as a list of disconnected points; keep connecting your ideas together using the language and concepts from the film and course readings.  Each paragraph you make should build directly on the previous paragraph in a clear, logical manner, and your theological position should be apparent at all times.  Finally, your conclusion should demonstrate the broader significance of your position and not simply repeat your argument.   

When you discuss the movie you are analyzing, be sure to link its specific language and imagery to the terminology of the theory you are using.  Be sure to use specific scenes from the movie to illustrate your major claims.

P.S No plagiarism please 

